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By Kevin Merida 

Wjshington Post Staff Writer 


Few members of Congress are 
more revered by their colleagues 
than Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.). Spit 
on during sit-ins at segregated lunch 
counters, beaten by mobs on the 
Freedom Rides through the South, 
attacked by state troopers on the 
Edmund Pettis Bridge in S elma 
Ala., Lewis earned his battle stripes 
through nonviolent protest in the 
1960s. 

But these days, he is a changed, 
man. “I joked to some of my Atlanta 
Mends,” Lewis said, “I am going to 
lay down my nonviolence, l am going 
to stand up and fight " 

Once viewed by members on both 
sides of the aisle as a moderating in- 
j fluence in the House, Lewis has 
sharpened his sword and is re gular ly 
taking swipes at the head at Speaker 
Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.). He is among 
a small cadre of Democrats who con- 

Gingrich’s college course, his politi- 
cal activities and his book deal at 
news conferences and in Boor 
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four Democrats and seven Repubb- 
the Atlanta Constitu- 
House Democrats who ac- 


idationand threats" to “silence twd 
very respected African-American: 
members of Congress. i * 3 ’! An editorial' 
in the Atlanta Journal on Monday 
said Lewis and McKinney were “pot 
tentially jeopardizing a united com 
gressional front that could benefit 
their constituents and aU Geor- ’ 


If anything, Lewis, the senior 
Democrat in Georgia’s House dele- ■ 


i The partic^ation of Lewis in this 

activity, along with Rep. Cynthia A 
McKinney (D-Ga.), has raised 
alarms among Georgia’s 11-member 
House delegation, which had expec- 
ted to bask in newfound power — due 
to the elevation of its senior mem- 
ber, Gingrich. Republicans claim 
that Lems and McKinney are de- 
stroying comity within the delega- 
tion and have warned that their ver- 
bal assaults on the speaker could 
make it difficult to work together on 
matters affecting the entire state — 
such as the 1996 Olympics in Atlan- 
ta, which Lewis represents. 

Lewis and McKinney, in turn. 


have accused Republicans of trying 
to gag tifem with veiled threats of 
reprisals — such as hindering federal 
projects in their districts. 

The controversy has stored pas- 
sions in Georgia and in the House, 
with Democrats sounding off about it 
at strategy meetings and Republi- 
cans taking it up with Gingrich. So 
fer the Georgia House delegation 
has not even met as a group, divid- 


, seems energized by the dis-- 



“ff they know anything about my ! 
history,” he said, "and I’m not ' brag - 1 
ging, I have stood up to mayors and ! 
governors and even presidents. So 
I’m not easily intimidated. I was 
looking at a picture a few days ago 
when ,1 confronted a Kfansman in a 
restaurant back in 1964.” 

Gingrich weighed in on the dust- 
up at his daily news conference yes- 
terday, saying that Levns had misun- 
derstood Republican concerns about 
his eritieismsand that the Ol ympic 
was “good for America” and would 
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not suffer because of partisan differ- 
ences. 

Later in an interview, Gingrich 
said he had “great respect for John, 
[who] I think in the dvil rights years 
earned our permanent affection." 
But he added’ that he thought the 
verbal barrage by McKinney and 
Lewis was “odd.” 

“Here you have the first speaker 
from Georgia in a hundred years 
and you have a chance to work to- 
gether and do a lot of good things,” 
Gingrich said. “They seem more in- 
clined to be left-wing partisan Dem- 
ocrats. ... It just saddens you to 
see people put their partisanship ■ 
above their state.” 

Lewis said questions he has raised 
about Gingrich are legitimate. He 
has called for an independent coun- 
sel to review Gingrich’s book deal. 
He has called on the speaker to re- 
cuse himself from legislation affect- 
ing media magnate Rupert Murdoch, 
who controls the company that is 
publishing Gingrich’s book. And he 
has called on the speaker to release 
the names of all contributors to GO- 
PAC, the political organization close- 
ly associated with Gingrich. 

Democrats say it is ironic that Re- 
publicans are complaining about at- 
tacks on their speaker, when Gin- 
grich was the king of partisan 
bomb-throwing while he was minori- 
ty whip. 

What' fueled Democratic charges 
that Republicans were planning ret- 
ribution against Lewis and McKin- 
ney was a story in the Atlanta Con- 
stitution last week in which Rep. 
John Linder (R-Ga.) intimated that 


“ The strategy of 
personal vilification 
is not helpful Let it 
rest for a while ” 

—Rep. John Linder (R-Ga.) 

cooperation on the Olympics could 
be endangered and Rep. Mac Col- 
lins (R-Ga.) suggested federal pro- 
jects in Atlanta might lose support. 

After the article appeared, Lewis 
took to the floor to castigate his Re- 
publican colleagues. 

Linder, in an interview, called 
Lewis’s outburst a “textbook exam- 
ple of paranoia.” And Linder made 
his feelings clean “The strategy of 
personal vilification is not helpful. 
Let it rest for a while.” 

Republicans are still smarting 
over McKinney’s satirical “chil- 
dren’s tale” on the floor late last 
month in which she obliquely re- 
ferred to Gingrich as “a little piglet 
who spent most of his days rolling 
around in a filthy ditch, throwing 
mud and insults at the giraffes walk- 
ing around outside.” 

Collins, responding to the article, 
said he would like to see federal 
funding for two projects eliminated 
in Lewis’s district: a new downtown 
federal building and a visitors cen- 
ter at the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Historic Site. 

But Collins said his opposition to 
those projects, which he derided as 
“special pork,” has nothing to do 
with Lewis’s criticism of Gingrich. 

“I just never liked the two projects 
to begin with,” Collins said. 

House Appropriations Commit- 
tee Chairman Bob Livingston (R- 
La.) said no member of the Georgia 
delegation had talked to him about 
preserving or eliminating any pro- 
ject. 

But Rep. Jack Kingston (R), the 
only Georgian on Appropriations, 
said: “You can’t throw grenades at 
close range and not think some 
blood is going to splatter back at 
you.” 

“Can they get their appropria- 
tions handled only by Democrats?” 
he added. “If there is a possibility 
they’ll need some Republican votes 
. . . building rapport can’t be done 
on criticism and animosity.” 


